Daas Torah

of the CHOFETZ CHAYIM
ON THE VITAL NECESSITY OF HAVING A FULL BEARD
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“It is a great Mitzvah for the entire
Jewish people to remain strong in
observing this and not to trim the

beard even with scissors.” «kuntres
Titeres Odom, by the Chofetz Chayim (a work
composed entirely to emphasize the necessity of
preserving one’s beard despite all challenges)
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“In truth, shaving the beard is included in the Torah prohibition of ‘lo
vilbash’ — utilizing feminine means of beautification” (Chofetz Chayim in
Kuntres Tiferes Odom chapter 6). “This prohibition applies even if one cuts the
beard with scissors” (Rav Chayim Kanievsky shlita in his sefer Orchos Yosher chapter 5,
quoting the Chofetz Chayim)
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“My father frequently admonished about this— in speech, in writing,
and in his published works — against shaving the beard. [He did this]

year after year.” Biography of the Chofetz Chayim, by his son (published in Kol Kisvei
Chofetz Chayim)
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“On the subject of cutting the beard with an electric shaver, look up
the Sefer Likkutei Halachos on Masechta Makkos, by the author of
Chofetz Chayim, p. 14b in Ein Mishpot, where he writes that it is

prohibited and one should not be lenient in this.” Rabbi Elozor Menachem M.
Shach, zt'l (letter published in Sefer Hadras Ponim Zokon, p. 16 and more recently in his Sefer

Michtovim U'Maamarim Vol. 3 pg. 75). “Anyone who guards his soul will keep
very far from these [machines]” (chofetz Chayim, ibid.)
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“The test to determine if someone has viras shomayim (and is thus
worthy to be considered for shidduchim and other purposes) — is
whether he has a beard” (Chofetz Chayim in Kuntres Tiferes Odom chapter 11).

For a comprehensive treatment of this subject, see:
Sefer Hadras Ponim Zokon / by Rabbi Moshe Wiener / The Cutting and Growth of the Beard in Halachic
Perspective / Published with the Endorsements of the Leading Halachic Authorities of our Times /
1,000 pages (in expanded third edition)
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