If the Rov had only seen
the Tzemach Tzedek’s Teshuva...
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Regarding the lengthy Teshuva of the Tzemach Tzedek prohibiting
cutting the beard in any manner whatsoever, the halachic encyclopedia
“S’dei Chemed” (Klalim, Lamed, Par. 116) writes

(in reference to a Rov who was lenient regarding shaving):

“...if he [the lenient Rov] had seen all that the Gaon, the
Tzemach Tzedek wrote in his lengthy Teshuva, he would
have retracted his opinion in this matter and he would
have prohibited even trimming the beard”.

The Gaon, S'dei Chemed, continues:

“One who sees or hears [Jews cutting their beard] should raise his voice in
rebuke like a shofar! He should not hesitate, despairing that since the disease of

this transgression is widespread, his reprimand will be unheeded. G-d forbid to say

such a thing. He should rather realize that within each Jew is a holy Divine spark

which may be awakened by brotherly admonition. If even one Jewish soul is saved

from this sinful practice, it is as if a whole world were saved.

“I attest to the fact that one of the great rabbis of our generation speaks
unceasingly and persuasively of the gravity of this sin and has been successful in

saving many Jews from this transgression.

“May G-d make us worthy to bring the multitudes to righteousness and merit
in doing that which causes nachas ruach (gratification and pleasure) to our
Creator, Blessed be His Name”.

For a comprehensive treatment of this subject, see:
Sefer Hadras Ponim Zokon / by Rabbi Moshe Wiener / The Cutting and Growth of the Beard in Halachic
Perspective / Published with the Endorsements of the Leading Halachic Authorities of our Times / 900 pages
(in expanded third edition)
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