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“Year after year, my father admonished

[people] regarding shaving the beard,

orally, in writing, and in his publications.”
(The son of the Chofetz Chaim in his biography

of his father, published in his introduction to
Michtevei Chofetz Chaim, p. 57)
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“In my humble opinion, by publishing this sefer you are accomplishing something
good and beneficial. Perhaps through this the issues will be elucidated and clarified,

thereby saving the Jewish public from a severe transgression.”

Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach’s letter to the
author of sefer Hadras Ponim Zokon, published
in sefer Halichos Shlomo, Hilchos Tefillah, p. 11



THE POSITION OF THE CHOFETZ CHAIM

REGARDING THE BEARD AND SHAVING

What was the position regarding this issue held by the Chofetz
Chaim, the undisputed leader and halachic authority of non-Chassidic
Jewry and universally revered by all Jewry? [Many are of the impression
that the mesorah of the Litvish communities is to be beardless.]

In the 1890s, when the trend to shave the beard was gaining
popularity in the Litvish regions of Lithuania, Russia, and beyond
(due to various secular influences), the Chofetz Chaim published a
booklet titled Kuntres Tiferes Adam. In this volume, the Chofetz
Chaim systematically and vigorously refuted all the justifications
advanced to defend removing the beard (e.g., to help find a
shidduch, to help find a job, to improve one’s appearance, and so
on), and he sharply declared that these justifications were against
the Torah (providing a thorough explanation for this as well). The
first page of this sefer provides with additional clarification about
the Chofetz Chaim’s position regarding shaving the beard:

5955 N137 MEN WNN INNWA 1BHY SIDN 1390 BMY OPAd D
0°95011 "BR TN POPNY KDY 1Y PYNn YR’

“Especially today...it is a great mitzvah for the entire
Jewish people to reinforce this observance, and to refrain

from trimming the beard even with scissors.”’

Clarification of the Chofetz Chaim’s position in Nidchei Yisrael
1 In his sefer Nidchei Yisrael (Ch. 26), the Chofetz Chaim advises that instead of shaving with a
razor, a person should shorten his beard with scissors or remove it with depilatory cream.
However, this does not contradict the quotations from the Chofetz Chaim cited here, for the
following reasons:
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¢ The Chofetz Chaim wrote Nidchei Yisrael for Jews living in America and other foreign
lands in 1893 (where and when beards were not accepted or tolerated). The Chofetz
Chaim wrote in Nidchei Yisrael that even if those living in America and similar lands are
at risk of great financial loss or even if they are the subject of torment, they should still
not remove their beards! Only if they could not withstand the pressures of their evil

inclination, or if they were at risk of persecution (i.e., situations of immense shaas
ha’dechak and possible danger) — only then did the Chofetz Chaim guide them to
shorten their beards with scissors or use depilatory cream, rather than shave with a
razor. It is possible that all Poskim would give similar counsel to such individuals who
were shaving with a razor, since trimming with scissors or depilatory cream involves a
lower level of halachic severity than a razor (see below that this does not apply to those
shaving with a shaving machine). Hence, this citation from Nidchei Yisrael does not
contradict the other writings of the Chofetz Chaim or the position of other Poskim who
decry all forms of removing the beard.

e The son of the Chofetz Chaim writes in his Kitzur Toldos HaChofetz Chaim (pp. 56-57)
that his father prohibited Nidchei Yisrael from being sold in Europe (except to parents

of children who moved to America or similar lands, who needed to guide their
offspring), since the halachic leniencies in Nidchei Yisrael applied only to situations of
extreme duress and were not applicable to those still living in Europe. When the
Chofetz Chaim suspected that booksellers were selling Nidchei Yisrael to the general
population in Europe to increase their revenues, the Chofetz Chaim launched an
investigation and was extremely upset. Based on this, we can safely extrapolate that the
Chofetz Chaim would maintain that the leniencies in Nidchei Yisrael are not acceptable
to Jews living anywhere in the world today, and certainly not in the United States, Eretz

Yisroel, or other countries where Jews are free from persecution.

e The son of the Chofetz Chaim further writes in his biography of his father (ibid.) that after
copies of Nidchei Yisroel reached the general population in Europe, some individuals
raised the concern that readers might misunderstand what he wrote as a general
dispensation to cut the beard. It was at that time that the Chofetz Chaim authored Kuntres
Tiferes Adam and had it printed as an addendum to all printings of Nidchei Yisroel, so
readers would see how severe a transgression it is to remove the beard in any way (even to
shorten it with scissors) and how vehemently he was opposed to it.

e The most conclusive response to this question is that the Chofetz Chaim himself
attested in a letter that he published Kuntres Tiferes Adam to correct what he wrote
in Nidchei Yisrael regarding cutting the beard with scissors (see the Chofetz Chaim’s
letter in Michtevei Chofetz Chaim, siman 81).

e Itis critical to note that the entire discussion here relates to shortening the beard with
scissors or removing it with depilatory cream. The prevalent method of removing the
beard nowadays is with an electric shaver which, according to the Chofetz Chaim, has
the halachic status of a razor (not scissors), as documented in the text below.

[Descendants of the Chofetz Chaim have testified that they do not cut their beards because the
Chofetz Chaim “told his children that none of his descendants should ever touch it” (see:
http://yeranenyaakov.blogspot.com/2011/07/will-real-hafetz-hayim-please-stand-up.html).]
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In contradistinction to the common presumption that the
accepted Litvish practice is to be beardless, the Chofetz Chaim
attests in the first chapter of this work that until that time, only
“one in a thousand” shaved his beard.

To further demonstrate how adamant, resolute, and vehement the
position of the Chofetz Chaim was regarding the growth of the
beard, let us examine several quotations from his Tiferes Adam:

THE BEARD: AN OBJECT OF HOLINESS

...0”7D01219°DR JP7A PUPNY ROW N1 pInnY YR Y559 117 men”
"NPTNIYRI NRDI YIWI PR TN WOR YW 7AW 2701

(R”9 OTR NIRON DIVNP)

e [t is an important duty for the Jewish people to stand
firm on this issue and refrain from trimming their
beards even with scissors.... I remember that when a
Jewish man used to take an oath, he would swear by
the peyos [corners] of his head and by his beard
(Kuntres Tiferes Adam, Ch. 1) [See Tractate Shavuos
38b where it is explained that certain oaths must be
taken while holding a sacred article—a Torah scroll or,
in certain situations, tefillin. To simulate such a
circumstance, in certain situations an oath would be
taken while holding the beard, for it was also considered
a sacred article.]

[As is evident in these words of the Chofetz Chaim, (even the
simplest) Jews always treated the beard as an object of holiness.
Moreover, Jews recognized that there is an equivalence between the
hairs of the beard and remnants of holy texts (sheimos). No less a
Litvish Gadol than the Steipler Gaon would put aside the hairs that
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fell from his beard, placing them in a designated place on his
bookshelves. He would not place them in books. Afterwards, he
would send them to the cemetery in a bag, together with the
remnants of holy texts (Orchos Rabbeinu, p. 200).]

959 XRTI2 N2 MNVI OWI 1WA MXN YV NIVY ROW PINNn TR WoRI”
M1°1 7YY Y PINYY DPOR IR NYOWN AWK PN T I PHTY 10 pY
NNYYY 2730 0N WM DI NTH 1DPWI (NINY 10T 0IRNDI) 1N
2vnY N AR RY RO MIXNA 7970 901’12 NNV OV PRY 7D O"RWN
1Y AP°ON Y 9B NPT VYR Y PYRY MPY M NIIR NNN IWR
1 1972 70N ROW 2"V OIRN0 M0 *IRWYI 703D PION Y o1y myD
0 ANNRWY IRYINC 70 RN PININY TTINY ¥R 0°HYDY onna iy
T MEN 0YPY PINIPY NIAWY WNHPN N1 INIIN 175 NN VW W
(X”D W) "D NTY NN
e If one lets his beard grow...one can certainly expect
that Hashem will provide him with a fitting marriage
partner—an intelligent and G-d-fearing woman who
will be his helpmate during his life (as our Sages say:
“If one merits, she will help him”), and they will be
privileged to raise a generation of upright children in
whom he can rejoice as they sit around his table....
His marriage will be pleasant, and Hashem will
provide them with a livelihood. They will be
privileged to have upright children, and he will
experience a good life with the wife whom Hashem
has designated for him....

On the other hand, if one does not place his trust in
Hashem and he turns from the path of His
commandments, surely Hashem will not desire to
treat him well. Instead of the love and favor he hopes
to gain by trimming his beard, eventually it will turn,
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G-d forbid, to bitterness and poison through lack of
livelihood and other prevalent causes, because
Hashem’s blessing will not rest among them.
Sometimes it will reach the point that he will need to
wander far away to find his livelihood, and then, what
benefit will he have from this [temporary] joy? In
fact, all of this is explained in holy Torah sources—
that by standing firm to fulfill Hashem’s
commandments, one is privileged to raise a
generation of upright children (ibid.)

NINN ORYI PATI AT P ANY PIN DOW MDY IRUHD TV W00 07 Py
PXI2 7N RN AWRY WK P H7300 072pN IR W ANNNIY anm
TIR O3 ID OV TN TIND MY KW MDY 1Y IR W) 0w
RINY IV 98 N1 ¥R YV 173pnn wpah vIid Py PR WD anny
(770 DW) "¥3D YV NTINN DN KW
e This transgression is more severe than others, for
they [relate to matters that] are outside the body,
while this transgression becomes adhered to one’s
very appearance and image. For the Holy One,
blessed be He, created the appearance of a man
different from that of a woman. [This person]
willfully transgresses the will of G-d and violates His
commandment [through] shaving. He carries his
severe sin on his face continuously. He must
contemplate: How can he have the insolence to
request that G-d grant his needs, when he carries the
seal of rebellion on his face?! (ibid., Ch. 4).
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19777 IND 1YW AT WIRA YY RID MR INYIN N3 IR §PTH PHUnY Y

(N0 OW) MY 1PN RN 12N

e  When a person casts away his beard and shaves it, it is

a sign that his heart has turned away from the path of
G-d and is full of deception and frivolity (ibid.).

oy "W N3 071 PYI IR T RY RYN INRY 120 MR Anonw v
99191 TIDY INTUNY TIRD 77005 2TV 1Y 15 DNYRNN PYNOWIR IRY
TN 927039 .. 91T DPNORN 12 W0 NN Y ORI L L R T IR ..
D°DYR 1151 TR 1913 ONYA YOV TR 173 RINW V17> 03PN DIpn RO
(0" OW) T"% DNODA Y"INRY 15 DI
e There are those whom the yetzer hora tempts with the
thought, “I am not alone in this city; whatever will
happen to the others who shave their beards will
happen to me.” To what can this be compared? To a
person suspected of rebelling against the king. If he
offers the defense, “I am not alone”... he will be told
immediately, “The prison is large.” So, too, with
regard to the matter at hand. Gehinom is very large.
Indeed, our entire world is a mere fraction of the size

of Gehinom, as stated in Pesachim 94 (ibid., Ch. 9).

9270 1231 ,TRD NYYNY ONDY DH1PNHI ID0D PRI INIIND DINRY”
AN RYD OTIRA NINM 272pN YIPW OTRD NN OXY NI NN
WR TNDM R 3”91, 0TRA IR NWY D°PYR 0YRI IN5W 103 WD) NWITHY
»9an Sy Honoe YR,V 9010 RON ORY AT 99 DnD Ppuv Y aY TR
("o DW) "BY5W YV 923 OIR° YWN 07 NDN

e It is explained in the holy Zohar and the texts of the
kabbalists that [trimming the beard] causes a great
blemish above. The matter can be understood from

the fact that [the beard] represents the essential



THE BEARD: WHERE CHASSIDIM AND MISNAGDIM AGREE | 11

image of man established by G-d. A person’s image
reflects the holiness of his soul, as it is written, “He
made man in the image of G-d.” Therefore, a person
who has the brazenness to commit this severe and
bitter sin should fear and tremble. If one sinned, he
should rush to repent. He should not look at his
foolish comrades whose yetzer [hora] overpowered
their intellect (ibid., Ch. 10).

NRY 12 W OR OTRA YV 0PN 0% 0I0NPH 117 Yo Revh Pavn 55"
R 7PIWN RYY . L PO RID - 07927 IRY PIVY IR MY JTNURY Pa,00nY
TR YA WYY YR DY 0 RV Y0150 DY K003 3T NIRD

(x>0 ow) "' n'w

e The general concept derived from this kuntres is that

the beard is a litmus test whether a person is G-d-

fearing, whether with regard to a shidduch or for
other matters (ibid., Ch. 11).

Moreover, in his sefer Machaneh Yisrael, a handbook for
Jewish soldiers in the Russian army (in which the Chofetz Chaim
strove to be as lenient as possible, as explained in the introduction
to the sefer), the Chofetz Chaim writes (Ch. 13) that Jewish
soldiers should not cut their beards even if they are persecuted
or suffer major monetary damages as a result. If a soldier cannot
withstand the severe torment and persecution, then and only then
should he “shorten” (trim) his beard with scissors. If the Chofetz
Chaim ruled in this manner for soldiers in the anti-Semitic Russian
army(!), what justification can anyone have to shave today?!

[See below regarding the position of the Chofetz Chaim on
shaving machines, the method of beard removal prevalent in the
Orthodox Jewish world today.]
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CONCURRENCE OF THE OPINION
OF THE CHOFETZ CHAIM

(AND OTHER LITVISH GEDOLIM)
WITH THAT OF THE TZEMACH TZEDEK

The opinion of the third Rebbe of Lubavitch, the Tzemach
Tzedek, prohibiting any removal and even trimming of the beard is
well known and is elucidated in a lengthy and intricate halachic
responsum published in his Shaalos U’Teshuvos (Y.D. 93).2

2 Stance of Chassidus regarding the Beard and Shaving
& Clarification of the Position of the Tzemach Tzedek
In the words of the Tzemach Tzedek’s grandson, the Rebbe Rashab of Lubavitch, the Tzemach
Tzedek’s position can be summarized as follows:
127 Iy

N1 YR DOM 019001 DIPTNIRD *IPNwnb 103YH PYPnn 0017 DRINI TWRI NP, DPHRND 211 DPHRD InK>
NI T MOK 3 70N DIV 0D D111 YD 1NN whY YAWT PT 70V NINT DWW DTN YW RINY
17323 TITR PUI TPNIW 103 PARY 71103 HY 0TI DIDYW ORIND ORDTP IRA 73770 17020 TP 103 RIPIRT
TID02 RPN PRI TN NP1 AWYN YV PR3 DWRID DNRA NI K220 177w RPTID KT PN ON7 PRI DN 737
XYW WNW P KD [y 110 NN NORD P OWIRD WNAY NN RARIL.IMN NORY 05NN 0P 2371 TN
V'Y MW O RN DT 70y DINR 071177 930 WP 17207 V1AW 1IN TR D277 931 1710 mvH) WK 17101300

.00 12170 719723 JIY AYR WIITY YW JWRTLNON AT YW VT
(M 120 YW NN W1 TPNN 'Y 17N 27W7M0 7 ITR WNp MIKR)
“There are many who are lenient and cut their beards with scissors, basing it on what is quoted
in Shulchan Aruch, and declaring that they are acting in accordance with the halachah as stated
in Shulchan Aruch. It is our obligation to announce publicly that they are in error, for this is
absolutely prohibited (issur gamur) according to Torah law (mid’Oraisa), as many of the earlier
and later Torah giants (Rishonim and Acharonim) have proven and clarified that those who do
so transgress several Torah prohibitions (kama lavin), as was demonstrated by the Rebbe the
Tzemach Tzedek. Also, the Gaon HaChacham R’ Chaim Chizkiya Medini in his [halachic
encyclopedia entitled] Sdei Chemed quotes many Geonim [who concur that cutting the beard
with scissors is prohibited]; first and foremost among them is the Gaon the author of the
Maaseh Rokeach....” (The Rebbe Rashab in a “Public Announcement” addressed [not only to
his chassidim, but] “To [ALL] our Jewish brethren, ‘believers, children of believers™ and
published in Igros Kodesh of the Rebbe Rashab, Vol. 2, p. 927, and Shaalos U'Teshuvos Toras
Sholom, sec. 45).

*Although the word “rnwnb” in general implies total removal of the facial hair (and not
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just trimming), we find however that the Rebbe Rashab uses this term to refer to (even
minimal) trimming of the beard. See his Igros Kodesh (vol. 1, # 118):
93 ANNWN2 DIPT1 DYIN YV H™) 0irhy 03,2771 DIpT DIPRWND DPYX 109913 P11 Ww Nynw TwURd Oy
95130 (725 739wnY) TnY 1Y °Ha5 IR RPN PIN NN (WD PV RYW 010001 w7 Niw
“Also, I have heard that among [the beneficiaries of] our Colel [the Colel Chabad
communal fund in the Holy Land] are young men who cut their beards, may the Merciful
One save us. Therefore, the full force of this directive — not to give them support from
the Colel — applies to them too, namely, to those who touch [cut] their beards even
slightly, ("xinw 93 nnnwina mpra oymin”) and how much more so to those who trim their
beards using scissors.”

Similarly, the great-grandson of the Tzemach Tzedek, the Rebbe Rayatz of Lubavitch, defines the
Tzemach Tzedek’s position in his own lengthy halachic treatise on the topic:
PRAT TR MIRR P PIND AT PWL.OMDN NPT MWW IMWnL..0°719001 73233 12OX.LJPTI MmMoon
NOWIN) 71T PRT...12V7 102 NORY IR 123p 13577 ,720M DY Tpn nyT oM. pT8 mox 11901 171HopIeT
R0 NIL.T7Y WDI IPON 1Y »M 0K PPTR NRAT VINTRR 272,800 19977 XY ,1D1pn 97V XN (JpTi Nyna oo
L INPTNN DI PINR POID NNYTN HI2 RINNT
195 OPHY AT19IP), MON MIYW1 019001 1INY 10K JPTI IYW PIXPY MORTIPYIN 18P Y31 H1pnn 001 12
MWORA YD1 AT PRINN DWD) OPpa DXONN..AY T PYn OnY PRY DVIWON DWIR ON WITP TN YR
YR INR 72°Y w3 9N wl ,oHndnm PInn Mpn TR WW DyNwI...0wd) YV 1T NOR MORY DRI

.n
,D°PY M1 1R b Ypon [NYw] PR RN IR, MRIN 190 RN, 0889 Hpnh X1 TNRW 1Y Y2000 17030 IR
1IN0 PRY DY MR RIN... 200 MR ROX PN KD Y0 R IR PR
(R”DD ¥ DWIA TINN-JP0 2.3 AN 270 PRI 10971,V X770 YINTR P73 Nawn)
“Concerning cutting the beard...even with regard to trimming with scissors...even in order to
straighten the hairs of one’s beard and style them...my holy grandfather, the tzaddik and gaon,
of blessed memory, discussed this at length in his work, Tzemach Tzedek. According to his
holy and expansive view, halachah and Kabbalah coincide in this case that it is forbidden. He
holds...that trimming the beard even slightly is not merely a kabbalistic stringency, but a
matter forbidden by halachah. My grandfather, the gaon and tzaddik, forbade it, and he had
self-sacrifice regarding this issue. He is the supreme halachic authority in our entire country,
and the final halachic decisor for all countries....” (Responsum of the Rebbe Rayatz, printed in
Kovetz Yagdil Torah, New York, Sivan-Tammuz 5743, sec. 61).

In the words of the late Lubavitcher Rebbe:
WA INITND AN T NOR X1, PINRD DN PIDY POID 19 PR LT VITR NYT2.. P70 NP3 PIvh v
M3 PIPY .N"HD 27N TTYOR NN NWD TPN DY NWN 23771 37 PV aDW DPT °podl - TiPHY 1901 )Hw
VN PIIPY DOWIPN W IPHXIM 1902 DTIR CTINY 1901 AMNN T30 97V M 193 97V 0 AIRD D301 Myt
MOR WY (PTI>7I0) DRI PR3 AN O} DY - 107N JPTA ST ¥ D2Nan o3 RYD) 0727 piviy
ma
(3117 2730 PAR ;206 'V 27N MW 01p)
“With regard to growing the beard...according to the Rebbe the Tzemach Tzedek and many
halachic authorities who preceded him and followed him, [cutting the beard] involves a clear
Scriptural prohibition, as he explains in his responsa and with further elaboration in his Piskei
Dinim. See also Darchei Teshuvah to Yoreh Deah and the collection of responsa Minchas
Elozar, Vol. 2, sec. 48. Several perspectives — according to both the revealed dimension of
Torah and its inner, mystical dimension — are comprehensively collected in the sefer Amudei
Arazim (Jerusalem), by R. Margolis. He cites wondrous and awe-inspiring points both with
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The Chofetz Chaim does not mention the Tzemach Tzedek
(and we do not know whether the Chofetz Chaim ever saw the
aforementioned responsum of the Tzemach Tzedek) However, it is
of immense significance that the Chofetz Chaim concludes that
one of the halachic bases for not (even) trimming the beard is the
prohibition of Lo Yilbash (which forbids men from utilizing female
dress and methods of beautification), just as the Tzemach Tzedek
does. (Furthermore, the Chofetz Chaim even cites one of the same
Talmudic proofs cited by the Tzemach Tzedek to the application of
Lo Yilbash to beard cutting.) In the words of the Chofetz Chaim
himself:

YaR ,MOR 12 PR APROW AR Y10Y0N OXYW YTY PIR .. UPT NYInn
7790 RS VW PRY NYUR NYNPY 923 w1 RYT IRYA HY53 17 03 nnRa
MON O3 MY PN M5 vPYY IPDRT 2”8 T .. NIWH PRI .. DWIY
NYT ,MNID AR W T MRINAY AT AW R0 00 WA KD oiwn
7N RN ATAY MY .. 27Dp 1270 T 2723 P 1Y miphn 3°NT 0”ann

.(7’D DR IIRDN DIVNP) "INRY Y YIN IR

Know that even if on the surface [merely] styling the
beard does not appear to involve a transgression, in truth
it is included in the commandment, “A man should not
wear the garment of a woman.” Adorning oneself was
permitted only for women.... Proof of this concept can
be brought from Shabbos 92b, which states that even
picking gray hairs from dark hairs is forbidden, because
he is endeavoring to enhance his appearance and look

regard to growing the beard and its opposite. He also includes a letter from the Rogatchover
Gaon (R. Yosef Rosen), which states that [cutting the beard with scissors] is an outright
prohibition (issur gamur)” (Likkutei Sichos, Vol. 12, p. 206; Igros Kodesh, Vol. 22, p. 490. See
also Likkutei Sichos, Vol. 7, p. 325, where it states that even slightly trimming the beard to
straighten it is included in the Tzemach TzedeKk’s ruling):
IO WMPN PR - 12N 27 NPT - 79 NPNIMMNI 710 MWK IR 1Y YR W PT NP3 MTK1In»
KT 122 219KV - HMNA P09 PR PIANTY TR 07 D0V 7102 WIW 10 XN YNNI 0K - 3,700 7TI210K
2PN DR D, 0 3NN XY 7T POID PTX NN TIMTRY
(19p Y YN WTMP MK ;325 'V VN MPw 0iph)
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younger. Rambam’s view is that this is punished with
lashes; see Beis Yosef, Yoreh Deah, sec. 182. Moreover, by
doing so, he incites the yetzer hora to [tempt] him
(Kuntres Tiferes Adam, Ch. 6).

Similarly, the Gadol Hador of our generation, Rav Chaim
Kanievsky, defines the Chofetz Chaim’s position on shaving with
the following words:

00 DN PON WM YR NHNY 923 Wi RY Diwn 771 90w PR 1Y DN
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Targum Yonasan states that one who does this
transgresses the prohibition of “A man should not wear

the garment of a woman,” which includes cutting the

beard using scissors. Sefer HaChinuch states the same,

adding that one also transgresses the prohibition of “You
should not follow the statutes [of the non-Jews].” This is

quoted by the Chofetz Chaim in his Sefer HaMitzvos
HaKotzer (Prohibition 177) (Orchos Yosher, Ch. 5).

[It should be noted that Rav Kanievsky does not mention the
Tzemach Tzedek, but rather cites the opinion of a Talmudic
Tanna, the Targum Yonasan, who invoked the issur of Lo Yilbash
as applying to removing the beard, just as the Tzedek Tzedek did
about 1900 years later.]

See the sefer Eidus I’Yisrael, p. 145, in which Rav Yosef Eliyahu
Henkin® wrote that although many people rely on halachic
leniencies (heterim) to shave, there are great Rishonim and
Acharonim who vehemently disagreed and prohibited removing

3 Rav Henkin was a Litvish posek referred to by Rav Elyashiv as the “Mara d’Asra of America.”
See Yeshurun, Vol. 20, pp. 153ff.
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the beard (even) with scissors or depilatory cream (sam).” Citing
the Tzemach Tzedek, Rav Henkin stated:
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Rav Henkin then adds that even if a leniency can be found for
removing the beard on halachic grounds, to do so violates the Will

of Hashem, who ordained the mitzvah of growing the beard to
distinguish Jews from non-Jews. Using any means to shave the
beard gives one the appearance of a non-Jew and defeats the
Torah’s reason for this mitzvah. Although the reasons for mitzvos
are not halachically obligating, Rav Henkin continues, it is not the
ratzon haTorah (the will of Hashem in His Torah) to contravene
the Divine reason for mitzvos. ("Dyon Yy 721y X171 OX 77007 1187 77 PR”)

Hence, Rav Henkin states, any leniencies regarding shaving are
meant only for extraordinarily harsh circumstances (shaas
ha’'dechak) and are not for everyone to rely upon under normal
circumstances. "pnTn NYwWa O8N N9 P NN OYLVAY TINI1 NINw T
[This is especially so nowadays, when it is illegal to discriminate in
the workplace against a Jew who grows a beard.]

Rav Henkin concludes that for bnei Torah, and especially for
Rabbonim, any heterim to shave with a scissors-like device or to
remove the beard with a depilatory cream are certainly not
adequate. ("p>001 N7 PN PR 0327Y VIV TN 1Y)

Rav Henkin goes on to provide additional halachic reasons why
the beard should not be removed with shaving machines or
depilatory cream:

YW WY OY DMIanni *3D1 0N 17 JPT WRID MIRD M0 ,ATY fon
WY 575N IR 937,15 HRIYS IMRY P33 PATIN TIR PRY 11T
,001 PRYINY IR NI PNYIN NYTH Ypn 0037 oM AMnY 30
MY MY 991,79 77 12 9730 Ww Y20 Omn PRY PIRD YN 00N

0°°Nan OPR 001 PNYNY
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“Additionally, the peyos and beard serve as a shield to
protect us from associating with evil company, because ‘the
cursed does not cleave to the blessed’ — mnamely, to
someone with the appearance of a Jew. Chazal have
already stated, ‘Create a fence to safeguard the Torah.’

“Furthermore, many unlawful people shave with razors
and say they used powder. Many simple people don’t
understand the difference between them, and once
permission has been granted to shave with powder, they do
not differentiate [and shave with razors].”

The Posek HaDor, Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach, also believed
that one should adhere to the position of the Tzemach Tzedek, as

was attested to by his grandchildren in the sefer Halichos Shlomo:
PR PR PYIY TION..IPTA DT NI MININ I YT Ann”
JWOMNNIPY) PTR NNRN D"WNY PUwin PR NT1YN 0071770 933

M50 ‘o1 w1 11 370) WAy RY mwn P2 IPRT (VX 0 77N
(2 ’ny,0"wn )’mY ,1%n movn ,inbw

The late Gadol HaDor, Rav Aharon Yehudah Leib Shteinman,
also accepted that shaving may be prohibited based on Lo Yilbash,
and stated:

OR 0N XIPPNINTIRD Wwn w30 1NN non or |, 110 XY 370n”
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“Any method you use to shave your beard will be problematic,”
Maran HaRav Shteinman replied. “Using an electric shaver may
involve an issur d’Oraisa. Even using shaving cream is not clearly
acceptable, as some say this involves the issur of Lo Yilbash.”

Similarly, HaGaon Rav Moshe Sternbuch, in his responsa
Teshuvos V’Hanhagos (1:529), accepts the validity of the
application of Lo Yilbash to removing the beard and rules that a
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son need not obey his father who ordered him to shave his beard
— even if the father asks him to do so with scissors or depilatory
cream, because there are poskim who prohibit doing so due to the
prohibition of Lo Yilbash. [If the father demands that the son use
an electric shaver, Rav Sternbuch writes that the son most certainly
is not required to listen to his father.]

An entire chapter is dedicated to this topic in Hadras Ponim
Zokon (Section 2, Ch. 3) where many other later poskim are
quoted, including a teshuvah from the Rogatchover Gaon,
considered by many as one of the greatest Geonim in the past
several centuries, who explains at length (also without mentioning
the Tzemach Tzedek) that Lo Yilbash applies to the beard. He
concludes:

77,0700 19 DOX PRTT "IN NNRI...DID0NI P17 1902 NOR Iy’

% 3 JpT M9 RYW TIRD DIATI PILLATN NOR M0 ORTL.APY IR
(N37 12°0 77N YD NIDR 11w 190) 713 MWYH Ty 1970 RY... M) NN

Concerning the prohibition of cutting the beard with

scissors ... in truth, I have explained at length that it is
certainly a Biblical prohibition, it is only that lashes are

not administered .... It is definitely a Biblical prohibition
.... You should be very careful not to trim the beard, for
this is an absolute prohibition .... You should desist from

doing so (Shaalos u’Teshuvos Tzafnas Paneach, Vol. 4, Sec.
258).
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THE POSITION OF THE CHOFETZ CHAIM
(AND OTHER LITVISH GEDOLIM)

ON SHAVING MACHINES, THE METHOD OF
BEARD REMOVAL PREVALENT IN THE
ORTHODOX JEWISH WORLD TODAY

Years after Kuntres Tiferes Adam was printed, the Chofetz
Chaim published (in five volumes during the years 1920-1925) his
sefer Likkutei Halachos on Tractate Makkos. There* the Chofetz
Chaim rules that the shaving machines of his time (before electric
shavers were introduced) had the same halachic status as a razor
(which all agree is prohibited). Rav Yosef Sholom Elyashiv, the
Posek HaDor, wrote in a teshuvah published in his sefer Kovetz
Teshuvos’® that the electric shavers of today (the method of beard
removal used by almost all Orthodox Jews who shave) are

unquestionably infinitely more halachically unacceptable than are
those that existed in the times of the Chofetz Chaim and were
prohibited by him. This is because modern machines shave much
more closely to the skin, and shaving with them is an issur Torah
mamosh — a definite and absolute Torah prohibition.

In the words of Rav Elazar Menachem Shach, the late Rosh
Yeshivah of Ponevezh, who was venerated throughout the Litvish
Torah world:

4 P. 14b, ein mishpat, op. cit.
5Vol. 1, sec. 32.
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To the questioner, may he be well: Concerning shaving

the beard with electric shaving machines — see the sefer
Likkutei Halachos on Tractate Makkos (by the Chofetz
Chaim), p. 14b (ein mishpat op. cit.), where he writes that
it is prohibited, and one may not be lenient in this
matter. It is also well-known that the Chazon Ish ruled
that the use of all shaving machines is forbidden. This is

my response, (signed) Elazar Menachem M. Shach
(Michtavim U Maamarim 3:75).

See also the widely publicized psak din (dated Nissan 5768)
signed by the greatest non-Chassidic halachic authorities of our time
(including Rav Elyashiv, Rav Aharon L. Shteinman, Rav Shmuel
HaLevi Wosner, Rav Michel Y. Letkowitz, Rav Nissim Karelitz, Rav
Chaim Kanievsky, Rav Shmuel Auerbach, Rav Nosson Tzvi Finkel,
and an additional twenty-six Litvish Roshei Yeshivah):

YORA 170, WA 91T 1P IION TR, MY MoN NETD 127 939 nuTin o
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The severe breach of halachah involved in the use of
shaving machines is well known to all. Their use was
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prohibited by our teachers, the Gedolim of the [previous]
generation, including the Chofetz Chaim and the Chazon
Ish. Moreover, this [prohibition applied] even to the
shavers of many years ago [when the shavers were far
more primitive and did not cut hair as close to the skin as
modern shavers]. Today, shavers have been enhanced
[and cut much closer to the skin], and thus the halachic

issues involved are far more severe.®

See also Shaalos u’Teshuvos Minchas Yitzchak’: Electric shaving
machines are much more severe [than the machines forbidden by
the Chofetz Chaim], as is well known.

Similarly, the Debretziner Rav writes® that today’s shaving
machines are “one hundred percent more halachically severe than
the machines referred to by the Chofetz Chaim.”

Additionally, Rav Dovid Leibowitz (grand-nephew and student
of the Chofetz Chaim and founder of the Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim
in New York) retracted his heter to use shaving machines after he
saw the Chofetz Chaim’s ruling in Likkutei Halachos (as was
attested to by his son and successor as Rosh Yeshivah, Rav Henoch
Leibowitz, in his letter dated Motzei Shabbos Vayeshev 5752,
published in Kuntres Tiferes Adam, p. 23).

The objection of the Chofetz Chaim to shaving machines and
his equating them with razors was so absolute that, based on his
opinion, it was ruled by the Chazon Ish, the Steipler Gaon, Rav

6 Rav Elyashiv refused to sign the original draft of this psak din until its wording was changed
to indicate a vadai (absolute, categorical) prohibition, as is related in the authoritative
collection of Rav Elyashiv’s halachic decisions, Ashrei Halsh, Y.D., p. 143.

117270, 99N MOR WU’ TR M3 MIDNIW DY 103 7M1, DWHR WD 037 70p 0T RMP NP IR ITWIY Py
(0P MY RN TP - PWHR W TINPOD - WRA IR D) VRUWN PUH R PRI NORY |PIPW TV, 1Y DN
7 Vol. 4, sec. 113, and again in Vol. 7, sec. 63.

8 Shaalos u’Teshuvos Be’er Moshe, Vol. 7, Kuntres Electric 2:18.
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Aharon Kotler, Rav Shach, Rav Chaim Kanievsky, and others that
one may not give a shaving machine to a Jew who shaves with a
razor for him to use instead of a razor.’

See further in Halichos Shlomo (ibid.), where a letter from Rav
Shlomo Zalman Auerbach to the author of Hadras Ponim Zokon is
quoted, stating:

2V 110 927 22 WY NI 7YY 9270 08V
,077277 132901 17925 177y ODIN
"IN pun noen 91
In my humble opinion, by publishing this sefer you are
accomplishing something positive and beneficial.
Perhaps through this sefer the issues will be elucidated
and clarified, thereby saving the Jewish public from a

severe transgression.

DID ONLY THE GEDOLIM OF ERETZ YISRAEL
PROHIBIT SHAVING MACHINES, BUT NOT THE
GEDOLIM OF AMERICA?

Some are concerned that only the Gedolim of Eretz Yisrael
prohibit shaving machines, but not the Gedolim of America. This
assertion is disputed and refuted by what was written by a Litvish
Gadol HaDor in America, Rav Yaakov Kamenetzky. In his sefer
Emes [I’Yaakov on Shulchan Aruch (Y.D. 181), Rav Yaakov
Kamenetzky wrote (to his grandson) that there is no mesorah from
the Rabbonim in America that can be relied upon to permit the use
of electric shavers. To quote Rav Yaakov Kamenetzky:

w ,UNN ON1 YW D727 ROR ROV RIIN W5 PR MY anonn 7'y
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9 For documentation of these rulings, including facsimiles of kisvei yad, see Authoritative
Responses to Common Misconceptions, Ch. 23.
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Regarding [the prohibition of using] machines to shave
[the beard], this is not just a chumra [halachic strictness]
but a substantive [halachic] issue .... In fact, I do not
know whether the great Torah authorities (Gedolim) of
America [ever] explicitly permitted them; it is possible
that they kept silent because no one asked them [their
opinion], and they avoided the issue, knowing that their
words would not be heeded .... It is difficult to rely upon
[any] tradition (mesorah) [to be lenient].

Furthermore, in a letter dated 6 Shevat 5774, Rav Yaakov’s son,
the late Rav Noson Kamenetzky, wrote: “I hereby attest that my
father [Rav Yaakov Kamenetzky] never, ever permitted shaving
machines.”

Another Gadol HaDor in America was Rav Aharon Kotler.
According to the testimony of Rav Aharon Kotler’s major talmidim
(such as Rav Moshe Heinemann, Rav Elya Ber Wachtfogel, Rav
Yechiel Perr, and others, in letters published in the Hadras Ponim
Zokon, Section 2, Ch. 1), Rav Aharon Kotler ruled that electric
shavers are absolutely prohibited. In fact, Rav Aharon Kotler told
Rav Menachem Perr that he may not give electric shavers to his
non-religious congregants to use instead of razors (see Hadras
Ponim Zokon, ibid. This is also related in a letter written by his son,
Rav Yechiel Perr, Rosh Yeshivah of Yeshivah Derech Ayson in Far
Rockaway, printed in the miluyim to Hadras Ponim Zokon).
Additionally, Rav Aharon Kotler’s grandson, Rav Malkiel Kotler,
along with the other Roshei Yeshivah of Lakewood, wrote a public
letter (which was posted on the Beth Medrash Gavoha bulletin
board) attesting that Rav Aharon Kotler considered electric shavers
to be prohibited.
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I hereby confirm our conversation (when we met before Yom
Tov) regarding shaving machines. I recall that I asked the
following question to our Rebbe, the Gaon Rav Aharon Kotler
zt’l, “Is it permissible to use a shaving machine?” He [Rav
Aharon Kotler] answered, “Under no circumstances [may one
use a shaving machine]!” I asked him if it is a chumra. He
replied, “This [the prohibition] is strictly prohibited by
halachah (mei’ikar hadin).”

(Rav) Eli Dov Wachtfogel

Another American Gadol, Rav Yitzchok Hutner (Rosh
Yeshivah of Yeshiva Chaim Berlin), attested that Rav Chaim Ozer
Grodzinski (Rav of Vilna, author of Achiezer and Posek HaDor of
his generation) considered the shaving machines of his time to
constitute a “sofek issur d’Oraisa”'® (quoted in Hadras Ponim
Zokon, miluyim to Section 2 Ch. 1, p. 715; see there for
corroborating testimony from Rav Chaim Ozer’s personal barber).

10 A “sofek issur d’Oraisa” means that there is a doubt about a fact where a Torah prohibition
applies; in such a case, halachah requires that the strict position regarding the rule be taken.
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WHICH IS MORE SEVERE,
CHILLUL SHABBOS OR SHAVING WITH AN ELECTRIC SHAVER?

The magnitude of the halachic severity involved in the use of
electric shavers is explained by Rav Moshe Sternbuch (whose
letterhead states that he is a great-grandson of the Vilna Gaon and
whose sefarim Moadim U'Zemanim are studied in all the Litvishe
yeshivos) in a letter published in the Hadras Ponim Zokon, p. 35 (see
similarly in his Teshuvos V’Hanhagos 1:459 and 5:264):
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Who can dare rule leniently on a Torah question that
involves transgressing the issur d’Oraisa of shaving the beard,
for which both the one shaving and the one being shaved are
equally liable, amounting to a total of ten sins (if one shaves

himself)? Rabbeinu Nissim of Gerona (the Ran) writes that a sin
that incorporates several prohibitions is just as severe as chillul
Shabbos (which carries the capital punishment of sekilah). Just
imagine, then, the consequences of violating ten prohibitions on
a day-to-day basis! Who would want to place himself in such a
position? Anyone aware of the severity of this transgression and

its punishment will keep far away from these machines.

I am sure that if we will explain the problems involved, and
present the opinions of the outstanding authorities of our time
who ruled that shaving machines are prohibited (including the
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saintly Chofetz Chaim, Chazon Ish, and Rabbi Aharon Kotler,
of blessed memory), then anyone with the slightest degree of

yiras Shamayim will keep far away from these machines and
totally avoid their use.

Let us conclude with the response of Rav Chaim Kanievsky

when he was asked whether any shaving machine can be “kosher”
(published in Hadras Ponim Zokon, in the miluyim to 2:1):
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“The Chazon Ish prohibited every [shaving]
machine. All the Gedolim of our generation ruled
similarly.”
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BEARDS IN THE CHOFETZ CHAIM’S
YESHIVAH IN RADIN:

Response to the argument that students

in the Chofetz Chaim’s own yeshivah
in Radin shaved their beards

Rav Naftoli Trop served as the Rosh Yeshivah of the Chofetz
Chaim’s yeshivah in Radin from 1903 until his passing in 1928.
In the introduction to Chidushei HaGranat published in more
recent editions, we find the following account'': The yeshivah in
Radin was founded by the Chofetz Chaim.... Most of the
students in Radin (and similarly those of Navardok) did not
shave their beards, due to the objection of the Chofetz Chaim to
this practice.

If bachurim in Radin shaved their beards in later years, it was
absolutely without the consent and contrary to the position of
the Chofetz Chaim, as his son wrote in his biography of the
Chofetz Chaim (published in his introduction to Michtevei
Chofetz Chaim, p. 57): Year after year, my father admonished
[people] regarding shaving the beard, both orally, in writing, and
in his publications. However, hardly anyone listened to him.

The reality of the Chofetz Chaim’s vehement objection to
shaving is documented further in the following testimony of
the Chofetz Chaim’s grandson, Rav Avraham Gershon Zaks,
Rosh Yeshivah of Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim in Suffern, New
York. This testimony is cited by HaGaon Rav Moshe Sternbuch

11 P. 8, note 21.
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in Teshuvos V’Hanhagos, Vol. 5, sec. 264, and is quoted
verbatim in Hadras Ponim Zokon, p. 18:
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The approach of my grandfather, the Chofetz Chaim zt”I,
was that everyone should grow his beard, as explained at
length in Kuntres Tiferes Adam at the conclusion of his
sefer Nidchei Yisrael. In particular, that tzaddik [the
Chofetz Chaim] suffered great pain and felt great
anguish because of those who used shavers. This refers
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even to shavers that operate by hand, as existed in his
day, which would not trim as close to the flesh as the
electric razors used today. In his text Likkutei Halachos
to Tractate Makkos (p. 14b, ein mishpat, op. cit.), he
concludes, “A person who guards his soul should
distance himself very far from this.” His intent was not
that this is a mere stringency, but that it is required by
law and is applicable to every Jew without distinction.

I heard the following story in this regard from my revered
father, the gaon R. Menachem Yosef Zaks, son-in-law of
the Chofetz Chaim and the Rosh Yeshivah of Yeshivas
Chofetz Chaim in Radin, which shows to what extent the
matter caused anguish to the Chofetz Chaim zt”1.

In the latter years of the Chofetz Chaim’s life, his hearing
was severely compromised. Therefore, his practice was to
stand next to the reader’s platform in order to fulfill his
obligation to hear the Torah reading. Nevertheless, on
several occasions, he suddenly moved away from the
platform in the midst of the Torah reading.

When my revered father asked him the reason for his
conduct, the Chofetz Chaim answered that he cannot
bear the fact that an aliyah is being given to a person who

does not have a beard. Therefore, he refrains from

hearing the Torah reading, because of his anguish.

From then on, my father zt”] and my uncle zt”] ordained
that on the days when the Chofetz Chaim would come to
hear the reading of the Torah, an aliyah would not be
given to a person who cut his beard.
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BEARDS IN THE LITVISH YESHIVOS

OF PRE-WAR EUROPE:
Why did bachurim in Litvish yeshivos

remove their beards
if the objection of the Chofetz Chaim
and other Gedolim was so adamant?

MIRRER ROSH YESHIVAH’S TESTIMONY

As for the reason why bachurim in Litvish yeshivos shaved their
beards, see Visions of the Rav: Highlights from the Life and Times of
Moreinu HaGaon HaRav Rav Avrohom Kalmanowitz zt’l,” where we
find (Ch. 1, p. 28) Rav Kalmanowitz’s testimony in this matter. Rav
Kalmanowitz is quoted there as saying that the reason the bachurim in
Slabodka removed their beards was (not for reasons of yiras Shamayim
that should be emulated, but just the opposite—) because —

Western influences had infiltrated the Yeshivos of that
time, making ... beardless faces the norm .... Rav
Kalmanowitz therefore refused to shave, and the Roshei
Yeshivah and his friends respected him for it."*

13 published by the Mirrer Yeshivah.
14 Beard Removal Due to Concerns of Ga’avah and Yuhara (and Gadlus HaAdam)
There are those who assert that beards were discouraged in Litvish yeshivos out of concern for
ga’avah and yuhara. There are many cases in halachah where one is discouraged from adopting
a stringency because it appears to be an expression of religious haughtiness (yuhara). Some
claim that the same applies to growing a beard.

The obvious refutation to this claim is that this concern was not voiced by Gedolei Yisrael
throughout our history. (This is evidenced by the fact that a full beard was always part of the
traditional appearance of a Jew, as documented at length in Hadras Ponim Zokon [Part 2, Ch.
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19]. Indeed, the Chofetz Chaim wrote in Kuntres Tiferes Adam [Ch. 1] that until his time, even
in the Litvish communities, only one in a thousand men cut their beards.)

Additionally, no less an authority than the Chasam Sofer presents the Torah’s position
repudiating this concern.
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Here is a synopsis of the Chasam Sofer’s statement:

The verse states, "omn 111 8219 nnw” (Devarim 32:5). The Chasam Sofer explains this
verse as follows:

The opening words, “Shiches lo — Destruction is his,”
beard. Doing so is called “destruction.”

As the Ibn Ezra explains (Vayikra 19:27), this is because the beard brings beauty to
one’s visage, and removing it destroys that beauty. Therefore, “lo banav — they are
not His sons,” because they are disregarding and rejecting the beauty Hashem has
given them, as if they are not His sons.

The Gemara states (Megillah 29a) that haughtiness is viewed as a blemish. A man
might therefore consider removing his beard, presuming that by doing so he will
avoid haughtiness and be complete. The verse therefore continues, “mumam — their
blemish.” To the contrary, not only will he not become complete, he will be blemished,
as there is no greater blemish than displaying that one is not the son of Hashem.

Others attribute beard removal in the Litvish yeshivos to the Gadlus HaAdam ideology of the
Alter of Slabodka (which included emphasis that the “Majesty of Man” be reflected in one’s
appearance).

The Chasam Sofer’s aforementioned words equally apply to and negate this approach, since
this ideology is similarly antithetical to the tenet that it is the beard (not its removal) which is
the “Gadlus HaAdam — Majesty of Man.” (To use the terminology of Chazal, the beard is
“Hadras Ponim — the Beauty [of one’s] Appearance” [Shabbos 152a.] — and not the opposite).

Similarly, in his Kuntres Tiferes Adam (Ch. 5), the Chofetz Chaim dismisses the argument
that shaving improves one’s appearance. [The Chofetz Chaim describes how foolish it is (and
that it is an incitement of the yetzer hora) to think that shaving makes one more handsome.
According to our Torah, the opposite is true; it is the beard that is the splendor and elegance of
a man’s countenance.] On the contrary, “... throughout our history, it has been a disgrace [not
an enhancement!] for anyone not to have a beard. It is only in recent generations that some
have started to treat this irreverently, having learned this from the non-Jews” (Rav Chaim
Kanievsky in his sefer Orchos Yosher, Ch. 5).

Furthermore, as documented later in this chapter, the Rosh Yeshivah of the very same
yeshivah of Slabodka, Rav Moshe Mordechai Epstein, opposed this approach and advocated that
bachurim keep their beards. He used very scathing language concerning shaving the beard in the
preface to his sefer Levush Mordechai (on Bava Kama).

[The concept of the beard (and not its removal) being “the majesty of man” was articulated by
a protégé of the Slabodka Yeshivah, Rav Avigdor Miller (who later served as Mashgiach Ruchani
of the Litvish Yeshiva Rabbi Chaim Berlin): “Now, you have to understand that hadras ponim, the
beauty of a Jewish face, is enhanced by a beard. A beard doesn’t take away the beauty of the face;
on the contrary a male face is much more attractive when it has a beard. It’s like a woman’s hair.
A woman without hair on her head, a bald-headed woman, she’s not attractive. A Jew without a
beard on his face is not attractive” (Thursday Nights Questions ¢ Answers with Rabbi Avigdor
Miller, TAPE # E-139). “A beard, you must know, is a sign of authority...you’re more assertive,

>

refers to one who cuts his
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youre more important ... it means men must be the leaders ... so now you know why it’s
worthwhile for a man to grow a beard, to let him know that he’s a man ... the beard identifies him
as the leader of the family” (Ask Rabbi Miller, Simchas Hachaim Publishing, 2019, pp.296-297).]

It is recorded that Rav Yosef Leib Bloch of Telz embraced this approach of Gadlus HaAdam
to justify the students being beardless. However, see later in this chapter that removal of the
beard was passionately rejected by Rav Eliezer Gordon, Rav Bloch’s own father-in-law and
predecessor as Rosh Yeshivah of Telz.

There are those who claim that Rav Simchah Zissel Ziv of Kelm (the Alter of Kelm) adapted this
viewpoint. This impression is mistaken. Rav Simchah Zissel Ziv of Kelm was insistent that the
disciples in his traditional yeshivah keep their beards. However, he maintained a separate, non-
traditional yeshivah (which included secular studies) for students from families who were influenced
by the Haskalah movement. In that yeshivah he did not require beards, so that the parents of these
students would not withdraw their sons from the yeshivah. These facts were attested to by his
grandson-in-law, Rav Eliyahu Eliezer Dessler, and transmitted by Rav Dessler’s son-in-law, Rav
Eliyahu Yehoshua Geldzahler, as recorded in Hadras Ponim Zokon (fourth ed., p. 709).

Moreover: The Gadlus HaAdam philosophy was intended as a response to the propaganda
of the maskilim (i.e., that yeshivah students were unsophisticated boors lacking all refinement).
It was intended to raise the status of Torah learning by cultivating intellectual sophistication,
precision in speech and manners, and fashionable dress and grooming. In this way, the
talmidim would begin to view themselves (and would be viewed by others) as an elite group of
young leaders and the créme of Jewish society.

However, this approach is certainly not relevant in our present-day society. “Our
circumstances are very different ... stylish dress will not attract the masses of non-observant
Jews, and whereas Eastern European styles were set by aristocrats, today’s trend-setters tend to
be pop-culture celebrities whose styles are hardly models for bnei Torah to emulate. Since
fashionably dressed yeshivah students are unlikely to influence the non-observant (and
interestingly, many potential baalei teshuvah are particularly attracted to Jews who eschew
modern dress), the trend has moved in the opposite direction, using clothing to help maintain
a separate Charedi group identity” (Rabbi Yisroel Miller, In Search of Torah Wisdom:
Questions You Forgot to Ask Your Rebbi, Mosaica Press, 2012, pp. 88-91).

The Chazon Ish expressed his rejection of the concept that beard removal should be
encouraged based on ga’avah or yuhara or gadlus HaAdam:
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The famous Mashgiach of Yeshivas Mir, Rav Yerucham Levovitz zt’], once met with
the Chazon Ish. Their discussion turned to the question of why the bachurim in
Litvishe yeshivos shaved their beards. The Chazon Ish replied that no substantive
justification exists for doing so, and all the excuses given for this conduct are faulty
and have no reliable basis (Pe’er HaDor, p. 250). Similarly, the Chazon Ish wrote in a
letter (Kovetz Igros 1:198): Although this sickness has even spread among bnei Torah,
the matter has not changed as a result, and my soul seethes from this.

I conclude this discussion with the following statement from the late Gadol HaDor, Rav
Aharon Yehudah Leib Shteinman:
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THE CHAZON ISH’S TESTIMONY

The genesis of beard removal amongst Litvish bnei Torah was
confirmed by the Chazon Ish, a Litvish gaon respected by all as a
Gadol HaDor, with these words:
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If it is not a sam hamoves [deadly poison], it is certainly not a
sam hachayim [life-giving potion]. This matter is very
difficult for me to bear, as it runs contrary to the [Jewish]
quality of modesty and it is not the Jewish style of dress.
Instead, [the Jews] have learned it from the non-Jews during
their exile, thereby negating holiness (Kovetz Igros, Vol. 1,
#197, regarding sam, depilatory cream).

Although this sickness has spread even among Torah

scholars, may they be well, the issue has not changed as a

result, and therefore my soul burns with rage because of this

practice....” (Kovetz Igros, Vol. 1, #198, concerning removing
the beard with depilatory cream or close-cutting scissors).

[The Chazon Ish] once said that when someone who
removes his beard ... comes in to see him, he feels so sick

Some claim that growing a beard demonstrates arrogance (yuhara), as if he thinks he
is perfect.
“It is still better to grow a beard,” Maran HaRav Shteinman once commented. “This
will protect a person spiritually to a certain extent.”

[For further study regarding this issue, please see Hadras Ponim Zokon, Part 2, Ch. 19.]
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that he almost vomits (Rav Chaim Kanievsky in his sefer
Orchos Yosher, Ch. 5).
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POSITION OF THE SLABODKA ROSH YESHIVAH
RAV MOSHE MORDECHAI EPSTEIN

When the bachurim in Slabodka started shaving, the Rosh
Yeshivah, Rav Moshe Mordechai Epstein (author of Levush
Mordechai), wanted them to keep their beards, but the bachurim did
not listen to him."> Furthermore, the Slabodka Rosh Yeshivah wrote
very sharply:
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Every Jew should reflect on this [that a raven forsakes its
children since they do not resemble it]. He should have
mercy on his children only when they walk in the path of
Hashem, through which they are similar in their appearance
to their parents, keeping Shabbos and growing a beard.
However, [he should] not [display mercy] to those who are
not at all similar in their appearance to the Jewish people, for
they have become distant and have garbed themselves in a
different style, desecrating Shabbos and disdaining the

15 As recorded in Shaalos U’Teshuvos Pe’as Sodcha, sec. 101.
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sacred.... Their appearance is not similar to that of the
Jewish people, for they have removed the tzelem Elokim
[Divine image, a reference to the beard] from themselves
(Introduction to Levush Mordechai on Bava Kamma).
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POSITION OF THE TELSHE ROSH YESHIVAH
RAV ELIEZER GORDON
(AND OTHER GEDOLIM)

Regarding the Telz (Telshe) Yeshivah, it is recorded as follows:
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When the disease of cutting the beard spread among
students of the [Litvish] yeshivos, the well-known gaon, R.
Eliezer Gordon [Rav and Rosh Yeshivah of Telz], of blessed
memory, adopted the most stringent measures [to stop it].
When he saw that they were persisting in their defiance, he
mobilized the geonim of that time — the venerable R. Y.
Dovid Friedman [Rav of Pinsk-Karlin], the venerable R.
Eliyahu Chaim Meisel [Rav of Lodz, Poland], and the mighty
geonim R. Chaim HalLevi [Soloveitchik, Rav of Brisk], and R.
Chaim Ozer [Grodzinski, Rav of Vilna], of blessed memory.
He demanded that they place a prohibition on Rabbonim
against granting semichah [to students who cut their beards],

on shochtim against teaching them the skill of shechitah, and
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on Jewish communities against employing them in any
religious position (Kovetz Yagdil Torah 7:5).
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TESTIMONY OF RAV AHARON KOTLER

The father of the today’s Litvish yeshivah and Kollel world was
Rav Aharon Kotler, who stated:
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Growing a beard is a malbush Yehudi, the traditional
appearance of a Jew and the way our fathers and
forefathers all conducted themselves. Hence, the beard
falls under the halachic mandate to uphold the
traditional practices of our people (“Do not abandon the
Torah of your mother” [see Pesachim 50b].)

[Rav Aharon concluded that therefore a bachur is not required to
obey his parents who insist that he remove his beard.] (Quoted in
the second volume of the sefer Aish HaTorah, p. 265, an
authoritative biography of Rav Aharon Kotler authored by Rav
Aharon Sorosky, acclaimed biographer of many Gedolim.)
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RAV CHAIM KANIEVSKY’S TESTIMONY

Similarly, Rav Chaim Kanievsky, the universally respected non-
Chassidic Gadol HaDor of our time, attested in his sefer Orchos
Yosher (Ch. 5):
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Throughout our history, it has been a disgrace for anyone
not to have a beard. It is only in recent generations that
some have started to treat this irreverently, having learned
this from the non-Jews....

QS
A< d

THE REACTION OF THE CHAZON ISH AND RAV KOOK
TO THE 1929 CHEVRON MASSACRE

The vehement opposition to beard removal (by any method) by
Litvishe Gedolei Yisrael as being categorically antithetical to the
divine will is powerfully and poignantly demonstrated by the
reactions to the 1929 Chevron massacre by the Chazon Ish (as
confirmed by his nephew, Maran Rav Chaim Kanievsky) and by
Rav Avrohom Yitzchok HaKohen Kook (as attested to by his son
and successor, Rav Tzvi Yehuda Kook). Both frighteningly
suggested that this horrific mass murder may be attributable to the
fact that the students of the Chevron branch of the Slabodka

yeshivah removed their beards."
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TESTIMONY OF RAV SHTEINMAN

Let us conclude this discussion regarding the shaving practice in
Litvishe yeshivos with the one-line response to this issue articulated
by no less an authority than the late Gadol HaDor of the non-
Chassidic, Litvish world, Rav Aharon Leib Shteinman. Following is
Rav Shteinman’s response to the “argument” that the students of the
Litvish yeshivos of yesteryear used to shave their beards:
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The reason it was once common for yeshivah bachurim to
shave is because the issur involved was not widely known.
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[1t is important to note and emphasize that this entire discussion
regarding the practice of the Litvish bachurim in pre-war Europe has
no relevance nor is it comparable to the way most frum people shave
today — namely, using an electric shaver (which was not available in
pre-war Europe, and) which, in the words of Rav Chaim Kanievsky
(cited above), has been prohibited by “all the Gedolei HaDor.”]

2 <2
For further elucidation, source references, and documentation
regarding all the above, please see the well-known Hebrew
encyclopedic sefer regarding the growth and cutting of the beard in
halachah under the title Hadras Ponim Zokon (1,227 pages in the
fourth, expanded edition). See also Authoritative Responses to
Common Misconceptions (corrective responses to recent broadcasts
and publications discussing beards and shaving in halachah). Both
works are available through Amazon.
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“A BEARD IS NOT A MIDDAS CHASSIDUS — IT IS AN IKAR!”

Rabbi Dov Yaffe, mashgiach of Yeshivas Knesses Chizkiyahu,
relates:

I once asked the Chazon Ish if I should adopt a practice termed
middas chassidus — not required by law but adhered to by the pious —
if it will aggravate my parents.

“To which middas chassidus are you referring?” he asked.

“Growing a beard,” I replied.

“Growing a beard is not a middas chassidus,” he responded. “It is
an ikar, a mainstream concept in Judaism. The definition of a middas
chassidus is a conduct Torah demands only from select individuals of
singular piety. A Torah path that everyone must follow, by contrast, is
an ikar.”

“Why must your parents be pained by your decision?” he then
added. “On the contrary, they should be happy!”

Indeed, when I arrived home and my parents saw that I had begun

to grow a beard, they were happy with my decision.
Maaseh Ish, Vol. 3, p. 27
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Is A BEARDLESS KOHEN PERMITTED
ToO SERVE IN THE BEIS HAMIKDASH?
Daas Torah from
Maran Rav Chaim Kanievsky
The following was published on page 69 of
Rav Chaim Kanievsky’s “Haggadah Shel Pesach Toras Chaim”
(translation adapted from ArtScroll’s
“Rav Chaim Kanievsky on Chumash,” Bereishis, page 318, and Shemos, page 329):

A young man from Lakewood once came and presented the
following question to Maran Rav Chaim Kanievsky:

“A relative of mine is suffering from acute renal failure,” he
said, “and desperately needs a kidney transplant. My whole
family were tested and I am the only one who is a match. I am
ready to undergo surgery to give him a kidney, but one thing is
troubling me: I am a Kohen. When the Beis HaMikdash will
speedily be rebuilt, I am afraid that donating a kidney will make
me a baal mum, a ‘blemished’ person who may not perform the
Avodah (the Temple service).”

Rav Chaim Kanievsky answered him sharply, “A missing
internal organ does not render one a baal mum. Not only are you
allowed to donate your kidney without worrying about becoming
disqualified to do the Avodah, it is a great mitzvah for you to save
your relative’s life, and that would preclude other considerations!”

Chastened, the young man got up to leave. Before he left the
room, however, Rav Chaim called after him, “You are in any
case not qualified to perform the Avodah.”

The Kohen turned back to Rav Chaim in confusion. What
had he done wrong, what pesul had Rav Chaim seen in him?

“The Ramban (Devarim 14:1) rules that a Kohen who does
not have a beard is disqualified from the Avodah. You shave
your beard, so you cannot serve....”

[Rav Chaim Kanievsky exhorted similarly to other Kohanim. |
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THE HUNGARIAN POSKIM ALSO SUPPORTED

THE TZEMACH TZEDEK’S POSITION
REGARDING SHAVING THE BEARD

The holy Rebbe of Munkatch and author of Shaalos U’Teshuvos
Minchas Elozor wrote the following impassioned response to a Rav
who penned a rejection of the Tzemach Tzedek’s position
regarding shaving the beard:
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Many Gedolim and Poskim are of the opinion that
[cutting the beard] with scissors...is prohibited.... The
latest such authority (and the most cherished) is the gaon
of Lubavitch, zt”1, in Shaalos U’Teshuvos Tzemach Tzedek
(Yoreh Deah, sec. 93), where he explains at length and
with great profundity the halachic prohibition of cutting
the beard with scissors.... Concerning those who dispute
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the halachic position of the Tzemach Tzedek by
maintaining that surely it was not meant as a halachic
ruling.... What can I do if he does not realize who is the
one stating this — the Tzemach Tzedek authored by the
holy gaon of Lubavitch, zt”], who was close to our
generation (prince of the Torah, Torah leader of the
Jewish people, grandson and disciple of the holy gaon,
the Rav, author of the Tanya, zt’1)? ... Moreover, in the
actual subject itself, [the disputant] is groping like a
blind man at noon against the bright luminary of the sun
— the words of the Tzemach Tzedek... He has certainly
not seen teshuvah sec. 93 in the above-mentioned
Tzemach Tzedek, which stretches over eight large folio
pages overflowing with halachic depth concerning the
prohibition of cutting the beard — look it up there....
The last disputant, with his words against the Tzemach
Tzedek authored by the holy gaon of Lubavitch, zt”l....
Trembling took hold of me that he has reviled the words
of the Living G-d and the gaon, the pride and saint of the
Jewish people, leader of all Jews in the Diaspora, zt”l....
[The disputant] ought to grovel in the dust and beg for
forgiveness, and then, after doing all that, perhaps [he
will be forgiven].... Let us conclude with historical
accounts of the righteous that we have heard and know,
that the holy gaon, author of the Tzemach Tzedek, was
ready to give up his life for this matter [maintaining a
full beard] at the palace of Czar Nicholas I.... (Shaalos
U’Teshuvos Minchas Elozor, Vol. 2, sec. 48).
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THE SEPHARDIC POSKIM ALSO SUPPORTED

THE TZEMACH TZEDEK’S POSITION

REGARDING SHAVING THE BEARD

The illustrious Sephardic gaon and posek, Rav Chaim Chizkiya
Medini, author of the halachic encyclopedia Sdei Chemed,
responded as follows to a Rav who questioned the reliability of the
ruling of the Tzemach Tzedek regarding cutting the beard. It
should be noted that the Sdei Chemed was a Sephardi who
normally ruled according to the Mechaber in Shulchan Aruch. He
surveyed and compiled the literature of the Poskim concerning this
issue, and he was certainly qualified to know whether the majority
agreed or disagreed with the Tzemach Tzedek. Yet, in his rabbinic
encyclopedia, Sdei Chemed, he wrote:
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If [the authority who ruled leniently] had seen the
lengthy exposition of the Tzemach Tzedek in the
abovementioned responsum, he would have retracted his

opinion regarding this issue and would have ruled that
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even [trimming the beard with] scissors that are not
close-cutting is forbidden....

One who sees or hears of [Jews cutting their beards]
should raise his voice in rebuke like a shofar. He should
not hesitate, despairing that his reprimand will not be
heeded, because the disease of this transgression is
widespread. Heaven forbid to say this! The Jews are holy;
if they are rebuked, they will accept it with love. Even if
he can save one Jewish soul from this sinful practice, it is
considered as if he has saved an entire world. I attest to
the fact that one of the great rabbis of our generation
speaks unceasingly [about this matter], tastefully
rebuking [others]. He has turned many away from [this]
sin. May G-d enable us to bring merit to people at large
and generate favor for our Creator (Sdei Chemed, klalim,
lamed, sec. 116).

[For many additional quotations from Sephardic sages, see The
Beard in Jewish Law (Ktav Publishing, 2010; 2018) Addendum V:
The Rulings of Sephardic Rabbinic Authorities Regarding
Grooming the Beard.]
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attributed to beard removal of

Slabodka students, 37

Chidushei HaGranat, 27

chillul Shabbos, shaving equally
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Darchei Teshuvah to Yoreh Deah,
13
Debretziner Rav, 21
depilatory cream
in Kovetz Igros, Vol.. 1, #197, 33
limited permission to use, 5
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one in a thousand cut their
beards, 31
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handbook for Jewish soldiers, 11
soldiers should suffer
persecution rather than cut
their beards, 11
malbush Yehudi, beard is, 36
Margolis, Rabbi, 13
maskilim, attempt to refute, 32
Medini, Rav Chaim Chizkiya
authored Sdei Chemed, 12
supported position of Tzemach
Tzedek, 44
Megillah 29a, 31
Meisel, Rav Eliyahu Chaim (Rav of
Lodz), 35



52 | THE BEARD: WHERE CHASSIDIM AND MISNAGDIM AGREE

Michtevei Chofetz Chaim
p.57,1,27
siman 81, 6
middas chassidus, 40
Miller, Rabbi Yisroel, 32
Miller, Rav Avigdor
hadras panim enhanced by a
beard, 31
Minchas Elozar
Vol 2, sec. 48, 13
Moadim U Zemanim, 25
Navardok, students in, did not shave
their beards, 27
Nidchei Yisrael
Ch. 26, 5
clarification of Chofetz Chaim's
position, 5
prohibited from being sold in
Europe, 6
Orchos Rabbeinu, p. 200, 8
Orchos Yosher
Ch. 5, 15, 31, 34, 37
parents, not required to obey re
shaving, 36, 40
Pe’er HaDor, p. 250, 32
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Rav Simchah Zissel Ziv of Kelm. See
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Responsum of the Rebbe Rayatz, 13
Rogatchover Gaon
re Lo Yilbash, 18
Rogatchover Gaon (R. Yosef
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The Chofetz Chaim zt’]

regarding

The Beard and Shaving

729803 10N TR PR 85E A pinad Srawe 5505 man mun”
(Tpma Y73t o7n por 1S 0IR NIRBN DIIP)

“Itis a great mitzvah for the entire Jewish people to reinforce this observance
and to refrain from trimming the beard even with scissors”
(the Chofetz Chaim zt'l in the beginning of his Kuntres Tiferes Odom)
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) “Year after year my father admonished [people] regarding

shaving the beard, both orally, in writing, and in his publications” /
(the son of the Chofetz Chaim in his biography of his father, published in his
introduction to Michtevei Chofetz Chaim, p. 57)
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“The electric shavers of today are unquestionably infinitely worse than

those that existed in the time of the Chofetz Chaim and were prohibited by

him, because modern machines shave much more closely to the skin..and

shaving with them is an 'issur Torah mamosh' — a definite and absolute
Torah prohibition”

(Rav Yosef Sholom Elyashiv zt"], in his sefer Kovetz Teshuvos vol. 1, sec. 32)
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